
 

 

 

As we begin wrapping up our anniversary, American Girl wants to look back at our celebration year and remember 

some of the best parts. We held several big events, including the New York kickoff party, and added a new 

partnership with the Children's Miracle Network. Look back with us as we reflect on the past year. 

 

Look back at our anniversary 
celebration in New York, including 

guest appearances from Barack 
Obama and Jean McKenzie! 

Meet the three winners of the 
writing contest and learn the 

inspiration behind their stories. 

Learn about American Girl's 
partnership with the Children's 

Miracle Network and what we're 
doing to support children across 

America. 

Explore the new play lounges 
installed in special CMN hospitals 

for children and their families. 



 

 

 

 

We began our yearlong celebration with a special birthday party at the American Girl Place in New York. President 

Barack Obama and company president Jean McKenzie spoke as distinguished guests at the event. Both spoke about 

their pride with American Girl's dedication to children, and hope for many more years of company success. 

All guests received birthday favor before leaving. The favors included a free, limited-edition Birthday Bitty Bear 

before leaving. The bear came with special birthday accessories, such as a party hat, miniature birthday cake, and 

picnic basket. These Bitty Bears will discontinue after Oct. 31, 2015.  

Read the full description in our newsletter here! 

     President Barack Obama- "For the past 30 years, American Girl has fostered the 

     imaginative spirit of millions of children around the world. We celebrate 30  

     years of individual expression and creativity made possible by this dedicated  

     company. Happy birthday to American Girl, and many, many more." 

Company President Jean McKenzie- "We at American Girl have been privileged to spawn 30 of creativity in children 

of all ages in nearly every country on the planet. We celebrate their accomplishments and commit ourselves to 

continuing our mission for another 30 years—and beyond. Thank you to all who celebrate with us today.” 

It was like a big birthday party! 

But a ton more people! 

-Jessica Lambert, age 8 

http://www.americangirl.com/stores/popups/event_detail.php?eventId=52&location=LA&source=index
http://www.americangirl.com/corp/corporate.php?section=press&id=1


  

American Girl started the "Celebrating Diversity!" contest for young girls to enter short stories featuring their 

favorite American Girl character. Winners received a free two-day, two-night stay in New York City and free passes 

to all the celebration events. The contest was divided three age groups: 3-6, 7-9, and 10-12. 

Meet the winners: 

  `   

 

Stephanie Smith  

Age 12 

Littletown, Colorado 

Stephanie wrote 

about the 2010 Girl 

of the Year doll, 

Lanie, and her trip 

to the site of the 

fallen Twin Towers.  

 

 

 "Ever since I heard about 

September 11, I wanted to do 

something to remember those 

people who died, and to reach 

out to the kids who lost people 

they loved." 

 -Stephanie Smith 

 

Katie Jones 

Age 9 

Berwick, Maine 

Katie wrote about 

her favorite doll, 

Kirsten, and her 

experiences 

becoming a 

schoolteacher on the 

prairie. 

 
 "I love school, and I love the way 

my teachers are always telling us 

kids to use our creative talents to 

make a difference. I wanted to 

image a classroom that would be 

the perfect place for kids to do 

that." 

 -Katie Jones 

 

Christie Miller 

Age 5 

Hearst, Texas 

Christie's story 

centered around the 

historical doll Julie, 

and her uncle who 

works for NASA.  

 

"When I get big, I want to go to 

outer space and build a place 

for people to go and visit. And 

if the Earth ever gets too hard 

to live on, we can go to my 

space place and live there."  

        -Christie Miller 

 

http://www.americangirl.com/corp/corporate.php?section=about&id=8


 

 

 

American Girl began a new partnership with the Children's Miracle Network! We are so excited to continue working 

with CMN beyond this year. To promote the partnership, we released a special Bitty Bear with a yellow balloon. For 

the anniversary year, this Bitty Bear came in anniversary colors of pink and purple, but will change to yellow and 

red after Oct. 31.  

As a continuing supporter of CMN, we will continue to offer the Little Bitty Miracle Bear, with 50 percent of the 

profits going to CMN. Promotional packs offered through American Girl to promote CMN include a Miracle Bitty 

Bear, informative pamphlets about how American Girl helps CMN, and a CMN badge.  

Purchase a Bear at any of the following retailers: 

 Toys R Us 
 Walmart 
 Target 
 Other major retailers 
 Online at www.americangirl.com 

 

https://wof.childrensmiraclenetworkhospitals.org/
http://store.americangirl.com/agshop/html/item/id/139846


 

 

We are pleased to announce American Girl's partnership with CMN raised $3.5 million for CMN nationwide during 

the anniversary year! We took $50,000 of the money raised to build a pediatric playhouse in the Children's Hospital 

of Wisconsin.  

The play lounge features: 

 Children-friendly tables, chairs, and other furniture 

 Large variety of toys, including the full historical line of American Girl dolls 

 Entertainment systems 

Families can also use the kitchenette for light meal preparation. Small alcoves built into the lounge allow privacy for 

families without needing to return to the patient's room. 

And it doesn't stop here! American Girl plans on continuing the "miracle" program to raise enough money to build 

five more play lounges. Every year, five randomly selected CMN hospitals will receive $50,000 to build or upgrade 

lounges.  

American Girl employees will also continue volunteering at CMN hospitals beyond the anniversary year to show our 

commitment to CMN. 

  `   

 

file:///C:/Users/Erin/Documents/PR%20Writing/americangirl.com/littlemiracle
https://donations.childrensmiraclenetworkhospitals.org/

