
 

 

On the morning of Saturday, Nov. 1, the 

American Girl Place in New York opened its 

doors to an eager crowd of girls and their 

families from across the country gathered 

outside in the chill fall morning. Inside 

awaited the typical historical characters and 

Girl of the Year® dolls, as well as something 

much more special. Young girls rushed in past 

the doors to see balloons and streamers 

hanging from the ceilings and a specially 

designed tea party birthday cake. Complete 

with pink frosting and decorated teacups, the 

large cake took up the center of the room. "It 

was like a big birthday party! But a ton more 

people," said 8-

year-old Jessica 

Lambert.  

Another treat for 

attendees 

included special 

guest speakers. 

President Barack 

Obama made an appearance, along with 

company president Jean McKenzie. "American 

Girl has fostered the imaginative spirit of 

millions of children around the world," 

Obama said proudly. He later helped his 

daughters Sasha and Malia design and dress 

their own American Girl dolls. After Obama's 

speech, Jean McKenzie spoke about her 

experiences with American Girl. She said, "We 

at American Girl have been privileged to 

spawn 30 years of creativity in children 

around the world." McKenzie then posed for 

pictures with young girls and their dolls. 

As guests continued to flow in, more 

festivities began. An interactive timeline 

depicting the various historical American Girl 

characters allowed guests to travel with their 

favorite 

characters 

throughout 

American 

history. 

Kayla 

Goodman, 

age 6, said, 

"I like 

Felicity 

because 

she is brave." Another young girl, Laura 

Hurst, age 10, said, "My favorite character is 

Samantha. She's sort of a tomboy, like me." 

Laura and her mom, Regina Hurst, both 

enjoyed the party. "It really encourages young 

girls to explore the company and what it 

means to be a  girl," said Hurst. 

Further into the day, Ally Coonradt, public 

relations specialist, announced the winners of 

American Girl's "Celebrating Diversity!" 

contest. American Girl ran a contest 

encouraging young girls to submit their own 

stories featuring their favorite American Girl 

character. With over 14,000 entries, 

American Girl chose three girls from three 

age groups as winners for a two-day, two-

night stay in New York. The girls also won 

free passes to all the celebration events. 

Stephanie Smith, winner from the 10-12 age 

group, looked forward to meeting Barack 

Obama and seeing her favorite character's 

interactive timeline. "My story was about 

Lanie, but my favorite historical doll is 

Caroline. She's adventurous and 

independent." She paused then smiled. "And 

meeting the President will be pretty exciting." 



 

Katie Jones, winner from the 7-9 age category, 

wrote about American Girl character Kirsten 

Larson growing up to become a school 

teacher on the prairie. "I want to be a teacher 

when I grow up, and I think Kirsten would 

want to be a teacher too," Katie said. Her 

Kirsten doll came with her to the event. "I 

thought she should come, since the story was 

about her," said Katie 

with a wide grin. 

Christie Miller, the 

youngest contest winner, 

was full of energy upon 

arriving at the New York 

City store. "I wish my 

brothers were here!" she 

exclaimed as she looked 

around the store with wide eyes. Christie's 

sister, Morgan, and her mother, Sharon, 

accompanied her to the event. "Is that cake 

for me?" Christie asked innocently when she 

saw the large tea party cake. 

Contest winner or not, guests 

did not leave the event empty-

handed; each guest received a 

party favor package before 

leaving filled with special 

products, such as the limited-

edition Birthday Bitty Bear. 

Each Bitty Bear came with special birthday 

accessories, such as a party hat, miniature 

birthday cake, and picnic basket. "I love the 

Bitty Bear! And I know my Bitty Baby at home 

will love it too," said 7-year-old Sarah Peters.   

Erin Zakin, Communication Coordinator, 

helped plan the event. She said, "I just want to 

thank the American Girl family for 30 years of 

loyalty. You've helped us encourage young 

girls to dream big, and we wouldn't be here 

without you."  

The anniversary celebration 

doesn't end here. American 

Girl has an entire year 

dedicated to the celebration. 

Upcoming events include an 

Anniversary Cruise, other 

special edition products, more 

in-store celebration events, and more. The 

Anniversary Cruise will allow girls and their 

family to travel with Celebrity Cruises 

throughout Puerto Rico, St. Maarten, and St. 

Kitts. The cruise includes pools for sport and 

relaxation, a theatre, a half-acre lawn on the 

top deck. Store events have yet to be 

announced, but events at Chicago, Los 

Angeles, and Dallas are confirmed. Click HERE 

for more information! 

American Girl would like to thank again all 

the families that attended the anniversary 

event in New York. Here's to 30 more years of 

following your inner star!

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.americangirl.com/cruise/


 

If you missed the kickoff event in NYC, no worries! Check out AG's newsletter to read 

about all the events you might've missed, and upcoming events you can attend! 

http://bit.ly/9koenyc/ 

 

The latest newsletter is out, featuring the anniversary events! See it here: 

http://bit.ly/9koenyc/ 


